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the powerful enemy who had so recently and so signally over-
whelmed them and their armies, but only too eager to seize any
chance of covertly discrediting British authority and under-
mining British prestige, and biding their time for revenge.
Farther afield, beyond the frontiers of our territory, new and
formidable states were arising, which might soon become our
rivals or enemies.   On the north the Gurkhas of Nepal, whose
power had during the last half-century been spreading steadily
westward, had extended their frontiers to the Sutlej, and were
adopting a provocative policy of raids and incursions from the
Himalayan foot-hills into British territory, of parts of which
they in 1813 proceeded to take violent possession.   Beyond
that river, in the plains of the Punjab, Ranjit Singh was engaged
in Jaying firm the foundations of an ominously powerful
military state, with whic^i in 1809 the British were within a
hair's-breadth of becoming engaged in hostilities, while far to
the north-west there was now arising for the first time that cloud
which has ever since overhung that distant horizon—the possi-
bility of a Russian invasion, which might at this time, in
accordance with the terms of the Treaty of Tilsit, have the
assistance of a French expeditionary corps.   To this last menace
Minto strove to oppose a coalition of barrier states—the Punjab,
Sind, Afghanistan and Persia, with all of which he opened up
friendly relations; while in the interior of India he exerted
himself to keep the peace, at all events in his own time.   In
this, despite an occasional crisis such as that caused by the
incursion of one of Holkar's lieutenants into Berar ana the
turbulence of a gang of minor chiefs in Bundelcund, he was
on the whole successful, and if by reason of this policy he
handed over to his successor, Lord Moira, whose earlier military
achievements as  Lord  Rawdon in   the War of  American
Independence we have already had occasion to notice, a heritage
of thorny problems, he at least kept his military forces free to
undertake those expeditions against the French and Dutch
possessions in the East Indies which form a minor but highly
creditable episode in the history of the Napoleonic Wars.
Moira, soon after his arrival at Calcutta in the autumn of
1813, realised that among the questions that most pressingly
called for solution, that of the future relations between British
India and Nepal was of primary importance. In April 1814
he therefore sent an ultimatum, calling for the instant evacuation
of the lands recently occupied by the Gurkhas, and on the
latter's refusal to comply, proceeded to enforce his demands by
armed action. The military task to which he had set his hand
promised to be no easy one, for his adversaries, though they
could dispose of but 12,000 men, were a brave and wily race of

